


Jeff, you have a whole body of 

articles on the way of Christ and His 

Apostles.  Tell us a little about that. 



•theological education 

•mission agencies 

•theological disciplines 

•hermeneutics 

•entire Christian education 

and adult learning 

structures 

A Call for New Paradigms 

BILD has argued for radical 

restructuring of 



The Churches of the First Century: 

From Simple Churches to Complex 

Networks  

 

The whole article is summarized 

in a chart on the complex 

network of the Early Church. 

 

You cannot understand the big 

picture of what we are doing 

without understanding this chart.  

Encyclical 



What about the network of the Early 

Church?  What did it look like? 



9ŜǊŘƳŀƴΩǎ Handbook to the History of Christianity (Berkhamsted, Herts, England: Lion Publishing, 1977), pp. 66ς67 

1
st

 Century Churches  

2
nd

 Century Churches  

3
rd

 Century Churches  

Network:  
The Way of Christ and His Apostles 



Linked 

άtŀǳƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŦƛǊǎǘ-
century  social and religious 
links, the only network at 
the beginning of the 
modern era that could carry 
ŀƴŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘΦέ   ǇΦ р 



Network 
Components or 
ά[ƛƴƪǎέ 

Nodesτsmall worlds 
 
Clusters, Modules 
 
Hubs and Connectors 
 
Hierarchies and 
Communities 
 
Complex Networks 



Complex Network of the Early Churches 
Complex Network Mapping Around 100 A.D.  
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  10ς15 

2ς3 

2ς3 
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City-Based Church            
Web of Emerging, House, and 

Community Churches (a Quasi-Diocese) 

City-Based Churches 
as Strategic Hubs  

Rome                
7 or 8 quasi-dioceses 

in Rome; grew to  
15ς23 by late  
     2nd century 

Antioch                    
Base for 3 missionary 

journeys;  
Antioch Tradition 

Ephesus 
City-based churches 

in 11 cities 

City-Based Churches 
Network/Cluster of City-Based 

Churches 

Complex Apostolic 
Network 

Apostolic Leadership Teams 
Sodality/Modality 

Carefully established 
churches, trained leaders 
ƛƴ άǿŀȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ 

Apostles (by letters, visits, 
sending co-workers) 

Spent significant time and 
effort, sometimes many 

years, establishing 
strategic hubs for the 

movement 

Colossae, 
Laodicea, 
Hierapolis 

Strategically planted 
churches with the view of 

their spontaneous 
expansion reaching the 
entire Roman Empire 

22 This is the reason that I have so 
often been hindered from coming 
to you. 23 But now, with no further 
place for me in these regions, I 
desire, as I have for many years, to 
come to you 24 when I go to Spain.  
Romans 15 



Milestone #1 
Commendation by elders 
to apprentice with team. 

1 Tim 4:14 

ωproven character 
ωobvious gifts and fruit 
ωteachability 
ωloyalty 

APPRENTICE 
Team Member YOUNG MAN 

MASTER CRAFTSMAN 
Developer of Team 

Milestone #2  
Commendation by 

recognized leader to 
develop missionary teams.   

2 Tim 1:6 

ωkept the faith 
ωavoids wrangling over words 
ωaccurate workman of the deposit 
ωobvious growth 
ωundefiled conscience 

Paul and Timothy Model (2 Tim 2:2) 

Philosophy:  
The Way of Christ and His Apostles 



A very important book on 
the network of churches 
in Rome in the first 3 
centuries! 

City-Based Churches, Clusters, and Hubs 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/From-Paul-to-Valentinus/Peter-Lampe/e/9780800627027/?itm=1


wƻƳŜΩǎ /ƛǘȅ-Based Network Module 
Quasi-Diocese Clusters  
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2ς3 

Single network cluster during time of 
tŀǳƭΩǎ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ wƻƳŀƴǎ мс 

25 Quasi-Diocese 
Cluster by late 2nd 
early 3rd century 



How did they develop their leaders? 

 

Grassroots? 

Leadership Training? 

Theological Education? 



Education in Complex Apostolic Networks 
aŀǇǇƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ  
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City-Based Church            
Web of Emerging, House, and 

Community Churches (a Quasi-Diocese) 

City-Based Churches 
as Strategic Hubs  

City-Based Churches 
Network/Cluster of City-Based 

Churches 

Complex Apostolic 
Network 

Apostolic Leadership Teams 
Sodality/Modality 

Type IτGrassroots 
leaders 

Type IIτElders, deacons, 
leading women, etc. 

Type IIIτpastors, 
evangelists,  church 

planters 

Type IVτRegional leaders 
ς leaders of leaders ς 
pastors and teachers, 

evangelists, etc. 

Type VτApostolic council   
apostles, prophets, etc. 



Is there a way we can follow this 

pattern today?  A way we can train 

our leaders in “the way of Christ 

and His Apostles today? 











Why have you built this system?  

How long did it take? 

 

To mirror the education process of 

“the way of Christ and His Apostles,” 

to serve “complex apostolic 

networks” of the 21st century. 



International Communion of Evangelical Churches 
aŀǇǇƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ нлмм !Φ5Φ  
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City-Based Church            
Web of Emerging, House, and 

Community Churches (a Quasi-Diocese) 

City-Based Churches 
as Strategic Hubs  

City-Based Churches 
Network/Cluster of City-Based 

Churches 

Complex Apostolic 
Network 

Apostolic Leadership Teams 
Sodality/Modality 



Upcoming CCC Online Webinars: 
 

December 8 at 12:30 p.m. ET 
άDƻƛƴƎ from a Charismatic to a Kerygmatic /ƘǳǊŎƘέ 

 
February 9, 2012 at 12:30 p.m. ET 

ά²Ƙȅ Contemporary Revivals Have Not  
Brought Cultural ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ 

 
Additional Schedule: 

March 8 at 12:30 p.m. ET 
May 10 at 12:30 p.m. ET 
June 14 at 12:30 p.m. ET 

 

www.christcovenantcoalition.org 

March 8 
May 10 
June 14 


